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Background
in 2016, all public high school juniors will be required to take the ACT test.

Currently, hhigh schoo! students typically take this standardized aptitude test during their |
senior year to gain admission to four-year colleges and universities. ACT tests assess how
much a student has learned in high school English, math, science and reading. The student can
also take ACT's writing test, which some students do to bolster their college applications.
Competitive colleges use ACT scores to gauge whether a student qualifies for admission. If
accepted, the student is permitted to register for freshman-level courses with no additional
festing.

ACT, Inc. says that the ACT assessment measures high school students’ general educational
development and their capability to complete college-level work with the multiple choice tests
covering four skill areas: English, mathematics, reading, and science. The optional Writing Test
measures skill in planning and writing a short essay. Specifically, ACT states that its scores
provide an indicator of "college readiness," and that scores in each of the subtests correspond
to skills in entry-level college courses in English, algebra, social science, humanities, and

biology. According to a research study conducted by ACT, Inc., in 2003, a relationship was found
between a student's ACT comp05|te score and the possibility of him or her earning a college
degree.

To develop the test, ACT incorporates the objectives for instruction for middle and hlgh schools
throughout the United States, reviews approved texthooks for subjects taughtMRIG gy 712,
and surveys educators on which knowledge skills are relevant to success in postsecondary
education. ACT publishes a technical manual that summarizes studies conducted of its validity
in predicting freshman GPA, equating different high school GPAs, and measuring educational
achievement.

In Wisconsin, most apprenticeship applicants in the construction trades are required to take the
Accuplacer Test given in Wisconsin's technical college system. Typically, math, algebra and
reading are the three sections that are provided.
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ACCUPLACER to ACT Score Conversion Chart

How to Use This Chart

Where appropriate, course descriptions inciude minimum scores or completed courses
necessary for enrolling in that course. You will notice that General Studies courses within each
program carry minimum score requirements. While COMPASS and ACT scores are listed within
the description, you may have taken another assessment such as ACCUPLACER, Asset or TABE.
The chart below will help you determine if your score meets the prerequisite for a given course.
The following examples provide detail for potential score combinations. '

¢ Suppose the program you are considering requires a Compass Pre-Algebra score of 17; if
you have taken the Asset Numerical assessment and received a score of 33 or greater,
you have met the prerequisite.

Suppose the program you are considering requires an ACT Reading score of 15; if you

have taken the Compass Reading assessment and received a score of 70 or greater, you
have met the prerequisite.

Suppose the program you are considering requires Compass Writing score of 60; if you

have taken the TABE English assessment and received a score of 7.8 or greater, you have
met the prerequisite.
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